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studies and his observation of the
luxury in dress and habits, the
superstitious pilgrimages to shrine,
the use of omens and the worship
given to Mahomet and Mahomme-
dan Saints rather than toc God, he
began a mission to proclaim the
simplicity of the early religion
founded on the Koran and the
Sunna (i.e. the manner of life of
Mahomet ). The marriage of his
daughter with Mahommed Ibn Said
gave the missionary the oppor-
tunity of following the example of
Mahomet himself in extending his

religious teaching by force. His

instructions in this matter were

strict. _All unbelievers ( i.e. Mos

lems who did not accept hxa'fea-'

cning as well as Christian. etc. §

were to be put to death. Immadiate

entrance into paradise was pro-
mised to his soldiérs whu fell in:

‘battle and it is said that-each sol-
dier was provided with a written™

ordsr from lbn Abdul- Wahhab to
the Gate-Keeper of heaven to

_adr’nit_ him forthwith. The teactnin-é
of Ul Wahhab was founded on that ™~
_of Ibn Taimyva (1263 -1328) who .

was .of_ the "School of Ahmad Ibn
Hanbal.
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: bound by any of the four schools
“ant! claimed the power ot a Muijta-
““hed, Le, of one who can give irde:
pendent dicisions. These dicisions
were based on the Koran, which

~ like, lbn Hazn, he accepted in a

- literal sense, on the Sunna and’

. -—Quyas ( analogy ). He protested
against all the innovations of Jzter
times and derounced as idolatry
the visiting of the sacred shrines
—and theInvocation of the Gaints or

. of Mahomet himself. He was also

_oppenent of the Sufis of -his day.

 The Wahhabis a'so believe in the
" literal sense of the Keran and the

>~ netessity of deducing one’s duty
- from it apart from the decisions ot
the four schools. They also‘pointéd
. .to the abuses current in their times
- “as d reason for rejecting the doc-
trines and practices founded on
. Tjma, i.e. the universal consent of
the believers or their teachers.
They forbid the pilgrimage to
tombs and the invocaticn of Saints,
The severe simplicity of the Wah-
habis has been remarked by trave-

- llers in central Arabia. They attack

- all luxury, loose administration of
justice, all laxity against infidels,

addiction to wine, impurity and
treachery. They instituted a form
of Bedouin Common Wealth, insis-
ting on the observance of law, the
payment of tribute, military con-

scription for war against the infidels

internai peach and the rigid

‘administration of justice in courts

established for the purpose. *
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